For immediate release

A year and a half ago, Juneau artist Elise Tomlinson, decided to start a blog (online journal) on her art related website elisetomlinson.com.  She had very little traffic to her site and assumed that no one would ever read it.  Since then traffic to her site has grown exponentially, online sales and commissions have increased, and she has a growing number of regulars who not only read her posts, but contribute to her creative process.

“It has changed the way I work”, Tomlinson said.  “When I’m struggling with a new painting I often create alternate versions of it using PhotoShop.  I post the various versions to my blog and ask readers to tell me which version they think is the most successful and why.  There are a handful of regulars (painters, printmakers, photographers, and even an art historian) from all over the US and overseas, who routinely give me feedback, sometimes in a matter of minutes.  The process is very immediate and very addicting.”

When asked if there were any downsides to this new way of working Tomlinson replied:

“I sometimes fear that I’ve become too dependant on the opinions of others.  Prior to having the blog I worked alone in my studio and no one saw the work until it was hanging in the gallery.  Now I post work while it’s still in its infancy.  Sometimes I’ll post a piece I’m really excited about and then no one will comment on it, or else they’ll have a negative reaction to it, and I find that my own opinion about the success of the piece has changed.  People’s aesthetics are personal and varied; I always make the final decision but I do worry about the perception of making art by consensus.” 

Tomlinson’s show titled “Alaskan Blue Grasses” will display 10-12 new paintings, mostly local landscapes, half of which have figurative or narrative elements, such as women playing bluegrass and folk instruments outdoors.

 “I try to make connections between similar forms that have meaning to me.  There are the shapes of the mountains, the instruments, and of the women themselves, all echoing each other to create a unique balance”, Tomlinson said.

“Music is my second love in life and I grew up playing many instruments.  It wasn’t until I moved to Alaska in 1988 that I developed a love for folk and bluegrass.  I initially chose April for this show as a kind of tribute to the Alaskan Folk Festival but it got cancelled at the last minute due to the closing of the Friendly Planet.”

Alaskan Blue Grasses will now be on display at the new, smaller sized downtown Heritage, across from the entrance to Wells Fargo on 2nd street (*not* Franklin). There will be an opening reception August 5th from 4:30-7:00PM and the works will remain on display through the month of August.  The show is free and open to the public.

